Netherlands - Veluwe case study

Ownership: 75% NGOs, 5% state,
20% private

Case study forest area: 8,246 ha

Stakeholders

Management and governance issues
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Climate change challenge
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Increased future fire risk due
to more extreme fire weather
and more conifers under
climate change conditions?
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Regeneration is affected by the high grazing Will these young beech trees survive under

pressure. Photo: Mart-Jan Schelhaas. drier and warmer climate?
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Current management is already well adapted to the sites and climatic conditions, and already
takes into account natural developments. A mild climate change scenario can be easily dealt
with in the current management schedules. More severe climate change leads to a loss of
biodiversity due to replacement of oak and beech by more drought-tolerant species like Scots
pine and Douglas fir. These developments will probably become visible in the medium term
only. Adaptive management will not be sufficient to curb these developments.
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